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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . 1,4-13, 16-24, 26, 28-45, 48-52, 54 and 56-62 are pending in the application. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not expressly teach or render obvious the invention as recited 
in independent claims 1,7,12,13,19, 20, 24, 32, 40 - 44 and 51 . 

The prior art teach a figure of merit indicating a value for a member node to 
continue operation [column 4, lines 50 - 67 of Modiri], querying an user application 
program [col. 3, lines 45 - 52 of Mullen], the cluster management software and an 
application program determine a node's value [column 6, lines 30 - 35 of Modiri] and a 
cluster framework that includes modules such as the Cluster membership and quorum 
" and reconfiguration that provides reconfiguration decision making [column 4, lines 50 - 
67 of Modiri]. However, the prior art does not teach determining a figure of merit by a 
user application program by assessing merit criteria for the member node, where 
assessing merit criteria includes determining a number of users executing the user 
application from the member node (claims 1, 12, 13, 19, 20, 42, 43, 44) or determining 
an execution priority of the user application program (claims 24, 40, 41 , 42, 43, 51 ). 
Further, the prior art does not teach requesting a node figure of merit from a user 
application executing on a cluster partition indicating a values for a member node to 
continue operation, evaluating node figure of merit to determine partition figure of merit, 
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selecting a cluster partition to operate as the network cluster in response to the partition 
figure of merit, and halting the remaining cluster partitions (claims 7 and 32). 

Nor was a reference uncovered that would have provided a basis of evidence for 
asserting a motivation that one of ordinary skill level in the art at the time the invention 
was made would have integrated or further modified the cluster management system 
with determining a figure of merit by a user application program by assessing merit 
criteria for the member node, where assessing merit criteria includes determining a 
number of users executing the user application from the member node (claims 1,12, 
13, 19, 20, 42, 43, 44) or determining an execution priority of the user application 
program (claims 24, 40, 41 , 42, 43, 51 ) or requesting a node figure of merit from a user 
application executing on a cluster partition indicating a values for a member node to 
continue operation, evaluating node figure of merit to determine partition figure of merit, 
selecting a cluster partition to operate as the network cluster in response to the partition 
figure of merit, and halting the remaining cluster partitions as recited in the context of 
independent claims 1, 7, 12, 13, 19, 20, 24, 32, 40-44 and 51. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on 571-272-3718. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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